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It is my honour and privilege to offer each and every one of you sincere congratulations on your 
profound accomplishment on behalf of all Kenora Catholic District School Board trustees and staff.
As you move forward to serve in a different way, please let me offer a few words and thoughts 
that you may find helpful. “God has a great plan for you” (Jeremiah 29:11). Be open to this. Listen 
always. You will see, hear and feel the guidance of the Holy Spirit from the unlikeliest of people at 
unexpected times. Trust your heart.
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you“ 
(Deuteronomy 31:6). God loves you. Period. You had it from the start, and God will never fall out of love with you no matter 
what you think, say or do. God’s Grace will ensure everything will be well in the end, even if you cannot see it at times. Trust 
in God.
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart.” (Colossians 3:23) We people put greater value on some things people work 
at and heap reverence on them for being a doctor, lawyer, professional athlete or actor. The people who love you will always 
be proud of you if you do the best you can at whatever you end up doing workwise. Remember that we are human beings, not 
human ‘do-ings’. Be proud of who you are and of what you do. God is and always will be.
“Listen to advice and accept instruction that you may gain wisdom in the future. Many are the plans in the mind of a person, 
but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand” (Proverbs 19:20-21) None of us will ever know all we need to know. Be okay 
with not knowing sometimes. Try to learn from everyone, even from those you may have a hard time loving. Have plans and 
dreams and pursue them with all your heart, with all your might and with all your soul but know that sometimes unanswered 
prayers are the greatest gift of all.
“Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, 
in your love, your faith and your purity” (1 Timothy 4:12) Only you can give permission for someone else to bring you down, 
don’t give anyone that permission. Be humble and seek forgiveness when needed. Do look up to people and have your mentors 
but remember that there will always be those who look up to you. Always try to be the best version of you that you can be.


“God can bless you with everything you need, and you will always have more than 
enough to do all kinds of good things for others” (2 Corinthians 9:8) Start each 


day with gratitude. Do not worry that someone else has something you don’t. 
Focus on all the blessings in your life.
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to your own 
interests but also to the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3-4). 


The key to  happiness is in serving others. Never forget this.
“God has more in store for you than you can ever imagine” (Ephesians 3:20) 
Embrace life!


I am humbled to have served you, albeit briefly, in the role of Director of 
Education. Know that you are always welcome here. Thank you for 


leaving this place a better place than you found it. We look 
forward to hearing all about how you use your gifts to make 
this world better for everyone. May God continue to bless 
and keep you all.


Dr. Derek Haime
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